The process of securing funding to conduct research is an important step in contributing to the success of the project. The awarding of money for the research project indicates that the proposal has been subjected to peer review and is recognized as having significance and scientific merit in the field of study. It also enhances the possibilities for future funding of research projects in that it implies that the researcher has the capability to design and carry out a sound proposal. Funding provides either partially or wholly for the resources necessary to carry out the study such as salary, supplies, and equipment.
When seeking support it is important for the researcher to identify several potential sources of funding and become familiar with goals and objectives of these funding sources in order to determine which is the most likely to support your proposal. In other words, does your research proposal match with the priorities of the funding institution? Contact the funding agency to acquire information regarding the application process including eligibility criteria, proposal development and format, deadlines for submission of the proposal and the need to obtain and use specific application forms.
Potential funding sources generally fall into five categories including foundations, government, corporations, organizations, and individual donations (Margolin, 1983) . Examples of funding information are shown in the Figure. There are many foundations in the United States, such as the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, which support clinical nursing research or the Florence Burden or Ruth B. Mott Foundations which support research in aging and health promotion respectively. When applying for research grants it is important to know the particular interests of the foundation. The most rapid means of obtaining information on foundations is through the Sponsored Programs Information Network (SPIN), a computerized system listing more than 2000 programs. The Foundation Center, with offices throughout the United States, is probably the most valuable resource for grant information. The Center provides reference books on grants; a computer search program, COMSEARCH; the Foundation Directory, which lists more than 3,300 of the largest foundations in America by size, research interests and grant award ranges; and a bimonthly newsletter, The Foundation Grants Index (Drew, 1983) .
The largest source of grant monies awarded is from the federal government and most agencies funding nursing studies are within the Public Health Service (Bums, 1987 Guide for Grants and Contracts, a free weekly publication, provides similar information specific to the National Institutes of Health. You will probably want to contact the individual Institute eg, National Cancer Institute, National Institute on Aging, etc, for specific materials.
Rese~ch projects are often funded by co~poratIons or organizations. Corporations tend to fund projects that will benefit the company, improve their product, create corporate visibility in the community and help workers become more productive and healthy. You can obtain information about the possibilities for research funding directly from the corporation either through a telephone contact or letter inquiry or you may read their annual report to determine what research they have supported in the past.
Many organizations have small amounts of money available for research projects. Local and state voluntary agencies such as the American Heart Association, the American Lung Association, or the American Cancer Society may be particularly interested in supporting a local or community project. In addition, several professional nursing associations offer small grant opportunities to promising investigators with creative and visionary ideas that will add to the body of nursing knowledge. Examples of such organizations include the American Association of Occupational Health Nurses, the American Nurses Foundation, the Oncology Nurses Foundation, and Sigma Theta Tau. These association foundations are often supported with individual member or corporate donations to fund research endeavors. Funds can be sought from more than one source if the amount of money needed is more than one single source can provide.
Individual donations are the least likely sources from which grant money is secured. Most individual giving is to religious organizations and perhaps may be used to support a health, education or societal project rather than research. However, bequests are sometimes willed to support research in a particular area of interest such as a disease suffered by a family member.
Obtaining funding for your research project is a critical and essential step in the initial phases of the project particularly if you have no other means of resources and support. Proposals should be clearly written with the priorities of the funding source in mind and instructions followedcarefully. The researcher must identify potentially interested parties and determine if the project matches the mission of the funding source. Once you have obtained financial support, you are on your way!
